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2,200 Salvadoran Refugees Plan To Leave Honduras; Notes
On Honduran Military Harassment Of Salvadoran Civilians
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In a statement released on July 22 in Tegucigalpa, about 2,200 Salvadoran refugees said they
planned to return home between August 10 and 20, despite the continuing civil war. The refugees
are located at Mesa Grande, a camp run by the United Nations in western Honduras. Many have
resided in the camp for the past eight years. "We know that repression by the government and
the armed forces has increased, and the cost of living is ever more difficult, but despite this 2,200
refugees have decided to go back together," said the statement. UN officials said they were initiating
talks with Honduran and Salvadoran officials to ensure the refugees safe conduct. After the signing
of the regional peace plan in August 1987, over 4,000 refugees returned to El Salvador from Mesa
Grande before year-end. At present, about 15,000 Salvadoran refugees remain in four UN camps in
Honduras, compared to an estimated 21,000 at the end of 1986. Mesa Grande's current population
numbers approximately 5,600. Refugees in the camps have often complained of miserable living
conditions, and of harassment by the Honduran military who accuse the Salvadorans of harboring
guerrillas. A recent incident occured on April 23, when Honduran soldiers entered a camp in
Intibuca department, resulting in the death of at least one refugee, 63-year-old Santos Saenz Vigil.
The Honduran military has also been accused of entering Salvadoran territory with the aim of
harassing "subversives" and "rebel sympathizers." Some of these expeditions have resulted in the
deaths of Salvadoran civilians. * In late May the Salvadoran rebel organization (Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front-FMLN) dispatched a letter to Honduran President Jose Azcona Hoyo,
requesting that the government refrain from interfering in the Salvadoran civil war. The FMLN said
that such interference was evidenced by military actions to fortify the border, increased numbers of
reconnaissance flights and military occupation and control of refugee camps in the border area. The
FMLN's letter also asserted that cooperation between the Honduran and Salvadoran armed forces
to fight the rebels must be terminated. [On May 25 during a border skirmish with the FMLN, two
Honduran soldiers were injured.] * In a recent letter to President Azcona, the Christian Committee
for the Displaced in El Salvador (CRIPDES) denounced the Honduran army's "politics of repression
and intervention." According to CRIPDES, in January and February this year, the Honduran military
carried out 11 "military incursions" in El Salvador's San Miguel, Chaletenango and Morazan
departments. In the course of these incursions, said CRIPDES, Honduran soldiers were responsible
for one murder, 13 kidnappings and tortures, and seven death threats. In another letter to President
Azcona, members of the Foundation for Community Development in Morazan and Northern
San Miguel (PADESCOMSM) accused the Honduran military of abducting and torturing seven
Salvadoran civilians in late April through early May. The letter said the Honduran soldiers had
accused the persons abducted of being "friends of the FMLN." PADESCOMSM also claimed that
on May 9 and 10 Honduran soldiers in helicopters participated in machine- gunning residents of
Sicahuite, La Laguna and San Diego communities as they tended their crops. This incident was
part of a joint Salvadoran-Honduran military operation. [Basic data from June 1988 edition of
Mesoamerica (Costa Rica), summarized by Central America Resource Center, Minneapolis, Minn.;
Reuters, 07/22/88)]
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